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PREPARE
This is a simple practice to use for family and household worship at
Christmas. So many of us are unable to gather in a corporate
worship setting, but often struggle to figure out how to capture all
that is Christmas in a way that’s engaging and easy to use with our
kids or with families that are in various places of faith.
A liturgy allows you to lead a gentle but worshipful format that
attempts to capture the full meaning and joy of Christ’s birth. You
can gather a few simple materials to make the time special. The
liturgy calls for four standard candles and one small candle; you
can use flashlights, battery powered candles, birthday candles, or
whatever you have on hand.
The prompts will encourage child/parent participation, but you
can use this liturgy with any kind of group, small or large. If there
are no children in your household, choose the child at heart who
can bring some life to the questions ;) It can be helpful to print or
share the liturgy so it’s easy for people to follow along and read
their part.
If you have a nativity in your home, consider moving it to the
middle of the table and allowing different family members to hold
up the various figures as they come into play.
This is a perfect way to begin your Christmas Eve or Christmas
Day meal. You can use a modified version of the liturgy for smaller
children, beginning with a retelling of the Christmas story (I love
this video version from the Jesus Storybook Bible version) and
shortening or simplifying the language given here. The beauty of

liturgy is the repetition. Even if your kids don’t fully understand
this year, repeating these truths every Christmas provides the
opportunity for the Spirit to enlighten their hearts over time.
If you desire to expand the liturgy, consider using a favorite
Christmas carol at the beginning or the end, or reading from the
scriptures from the endnotes.
In writing this, I felt a deep sense of confirmation that there is
truly no greater gift than the gift of Jesus Christ. My prayer is that
this small, imperfect offering creates a meaningful moment for you
and your family this Christmas that allows your heart to feel the
joy and hope of our Savior’s birth.

YOUNGEST CHILD: WHY IS
TONIGHT A MOST SPECIAL NIGHT,
AND WHY DO WE LIGHT CANDLES
TONIGHT?
Reader 1:
Because tonight the promises of God given so long ago are fulfilled
in the birth of our Savior-King, Jesus: “the people walking in
darkness have seen a great light, those who lived in the land of
deep darkness—on them a light is shined.”
[light the first candle]
Heavenly Father, we light this candle to thank you for the hope that
comes with Jesus’ birth, because hope is kindled when light shines
into dark places.
Child: But how do we know that Jesus is this hope?
Reader 2:
The birth of Jesus was celebrated on heaven and on earth! God
says that the heavens declare the glory of God, and that a star
would come out of Jacob.
[point to star on Christmas tree or have one child hold up a star]
A star told of the birth of Jesus, sending wise men from the East to
start a long journey to worship the baby king. The only thing
brighter than that star’s light is the light of Jesus, who said “I am
the light of the whole world.”
Oldest Child:
[light the little candle]
But how can such a little candle light up the whole world?

All:
Because God gave us great light in a small package!
Reader 1:
Jesus was born in a small town, Bethlehem, for “out of you will
come a ruler for Israel, whose origins are of old, from ancient
times.”
Reader 2:
Jesus was born as a little baby. His birth displays his humility, his
troubles in this world mean he understands our humanity, and his
sinless and holy life prove his purity. Jesus came vulnerable,
helpless and human to show us that he knows what it’s like to be
us, and to show us that God loves us.
Child:
And why did angels come to the shepherds not to the rulers?
Reader 1:
Because Jesus is our great shepherd, come not to dictate with
power but to lead with love. And that message of love comes to
those humble in heart who are looking for some good news. That’s
why the shepherds rejoiced and worshipped the baby-King who is
our always-good shepherd, Jesus.
Child:
So what is the first part of this good news?
Reader 2:
The first part of the good news is that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.
Child:
And how do we know that Jesus is this peace?
Reader 2:

Because Jesus creates peace by making all things right, in heaven
and on earth. Jesus is our peace, and he gives us his peace, and no
one can ever take that peace away.
[light the second candle]
All:
Jesus, thank you for being our prince of peace. We light the candle of
peace to represent the peace that rules in our hearts and drives away
all fear.
Child:
What is the second part of the good news?
Reader 1:
The second part of the good news is that Jesus is our Mighty God.
Jesus was a human, like us, but also in his nature he was also God,
with no beginning and no end.
Child:
And why did mighty God come to earth?
Reader 2:
Jesus came to invite us to be a part of his kingdom, and to
find us when we are lost, and to show us that he is the way, the
truth, and the life. Jesus kept the all the promises God had ever
made, to show us how great God’s love is for us, that we can be his
children too.
[light the third candle]
All:
God, thank you for showing us what love is: the gift of Jesus, who
teaches us to love you, to love one another, and who shows his love
through laying down his life for us so that we can experience eternal
life with Him.

All Kids:
So why is this the BEST news?
Reader 1:
Because on Jesus’ birthday, he gives US a gift--the most good and
perfect gift! The free gift is eternal life in Christ, where we get to
be in his kingdom forever.
And what kind of kingdom is God’s kingdom?
Reader 2:
It’s a place of feasting and laughing; more beautiful that you can
even imagine. It’s a place where all sad things are undone and
there is no crying or pain. And it’s a wonderful place for everyone
who believes.
[light the final candle]
All:
Holy Spirit, you make our joy complete! We celebrate this most
special night because we have the light of Jesus Christ in our hearts.
Teach us to celebrate this gift with our life, our love, and our
obedience to the Father.
Close your time with a favorite Christmas carol, or singing
Happy Birthday to Jesus.

The following references are used in the liturgy, and can also be chosen to
read aloud a selection to supplement the worship time.
Isaiah 9:2
The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.
Psalm 19:1-2
The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2 Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge.
Numbers 24:17
“I see him, but not now;
I behold him, but not near.
A star will come out of Jacob;
a scepter will rise out of Israel.
Matthew 2:1
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one
who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.”
John 8:12
Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.”
12 When

Micah 5:2
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans[a] of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
Hebrews 4:15
we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are—yet he did not sin.
15 For

2 Corinthians 5:21
made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
21 God

Matthew 2:9-10
9 After

they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had
seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.
Isaiah 9:6
to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
6 For

Philippians 2:6-8
Who, being in very nature[a] God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature[b] of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
Isaiah 40:28
Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.

Luke 19:10
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

10 For

John 14:6
answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.
6 Jesus

1 John 3:1a
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are!
Revelation 21:4
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[a] or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
4 ‘He

